
A Comparison. Incidence of mesothelioma in Great Britain and the USA.                  
 

Great Britain has a serious asbestos problem in their schools. 

At least three quarters of schools contain asbestos. 

Great Britain was the largest importer of amosite in the world.(brown)
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 Many schools contain amosite, some 

contain crocidolite. (blue) 

Chrysotile (white asbestos) can cause mesothelioma. Crocidolite is 500 times more dangerous and amosite 100 

times more so.
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All the asbestos is now old and much is deteriorating.  

The standards of asbestos management in schools are frequently poor.  

Frequent incidents occur in schools. 

Children are more susceptible to the dangers of asbestos than adults.
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Great Britain has the highest incidence of mesothelioma in the world. (See graph) 

 

Most asbestos in public buildings, including schools, in the USA is chrysotile asbestos.
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In the 1980’s an audit was carried out of all friable asbestos in schools. 

A risk assessment was also carried out. 

Because of the particular vulnerability of children in 1986 stringent asbestos laws were introduced for schools, 

surveys were made mandatory, a policy of openness was adopted. People were trained. A system of regulation 

introduced and funds allocated so that schools had the resources so that they can manage their asbestos.
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In the USA the incidence of mesothelioma is far lower than in Great Britain and over the last few years has 

stabilised.  

USA: 14.1 per million in 1999 and 14.0 in 2005
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Neither a risk assessment nor an audit have been carried out in schools in Great Britain. A campaign to 

improve asbestos management in schools was scrapped 

In Great Britain the incidence of mesothelioma has been increasing year on year.  

GB: 26.54 per million between 1997-1999 and 33.82 per million 2003-2005 and 36.5 between 2006-2008.
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GB: The incidence was 12.93 per million between 1985-1987 and has been rising steadily
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(Australia: 12 per million in 1982 and 29 per million in 2004.
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) 

 

A graphic illustration of the significantly greater incidence of mesothelioma in Great Britain (and Australia) 

than the remainder of the world is given in the following HSE graph : 
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